
Ladies and gentlemen!  
  
My name is Isabella Sabirova, and I am the founder of the ZERO LINE Gallery which is the new 
art space in Tashkent. Zero Line, a contemporary art gallery, is a unique exhibition platform on 
the art map of Tashkent.  The gallery presents the works of the artists of Uzbekistan of various 
art movements, genres and techniques. Also, we are proud to introduce our visitors to the 
creative heritage of artists who have made a significant contribution to the formation of world 
and local art traditions throughout the 20-21st centuries.    
       
Our major activities are:  
  
- to introduce viewers to the achievements of the fine arts of Uzbekistan in their interrelation with 
Uzbek traditions and current world trends;  
– to provide educational opportunities for visitors of all backgrounds. Educational and 
enrichment programs for visitors are the part to the mission of Zero Line;  
- the gallery exhibits and offers sales of works of recognized masters of painting, acquaints 
visitors with new  works  of modern artists and consults on private and corporate collections;  
- we support the most creative and talented artists of the senior and young generations, 
providing direct sales in the art market of Uzbek modern art.  
     Zero Line promotes the dynamic development of cultural dialogue and mutual understanding 
between artists and recipients.  
The Gallery opened on September 16 this year and has already hosted two displays. When 
ZERO LINE opened to the public, The Picture as Image of Time retrospective exhibition 
consisted of 60 paintings, graphics and sculptures by artists of Soviet and independent 
Uzbekistan. The exposed works impressed viewers with their individualitythe genre preferences 
of masters, and illustrated general (national?) tendencies in the fine arts. Specifically, the 
exhibition expressed the moods prevailing among artists at a certain historical stage. The 
displayed collection comprises Uzbek art, mostly of the 50-80s of the 20th century (except for 
several earlier) and presents the Uzbek school of fine arts.  
Features of those works exhibited using multimedia technologies encouage the viewer to 
appreciate the retrospective atmosphere and to look at familiar artists from a newperspective.  
The picturesque cloths, graphic sheets and sculptural compositions presented at the first 
exhibition come fromseveral private collections. This factor relates to the question of collection 
of art objects, the recognized practice of capital investment, and helps to preserve national 
cultural heritage.  
  
October 2016, ZERO LINE opened the display One Palm clapping. This  name comes from one 
of the  Zen-Buddhist parables. The central focus of the exhibtion is a display from aprivate 
collection of Buddhist icons, completed by a tank, elements of a traditional Buddhist altar and 
with objects of small cult plasticity.  
   
Curators of this exhibition aimed to expose private collections integrating softly into an actual 
context and using for this purpose all available media opportunities. In this way ZERO LINE 



shows how representatives of various generations of the Uzbek art scene perceived graphic 
tradition, subject components of Buddhist art and also certain aspects of philosophy of the 
Buddhism in their own way.  
  
The mazing cultural heritage of the Buddhist period in the south of Uzbekistan became the 
fertile soil for the imaginationof authors to this subject. We offer to appreciate the materials 
about archaeological evidences of the last Buddhist Central Asian region.   
  
The One Palm Clapping exhibition aims shows the result of work with a private collection (one 
of the priority activities of our gallery) also demonstrating the richness and flexibility of the 
Buddhist doctrine thanks to which it has found so many followers worldwide.  Theethods of 
perception by the modern artist of the graphic form and philosophical content of Buddhist 
tradition is really unique.  
 
As part of the show we also presented current trends in contemporary art such as installations, 
video art and performance concerning the urgent problems of our time, namely the barbaric 
destruction of ancient monuments in the Middle East and Afghanistan. Display of this exhibition 
will be extended till December 1, 2016, so all of you are welcome to see it.  
 
In addition, several meetings with artists, archaeologists, travelers and owners of private 
collections have been held at the gallery.  
We make extensive use of advertising in social media, and press mentions. We would like to 
attract more attention and the interest of foreign organizations working in the field of culture, 
education, advertising, as well as business structures involved in the tourism business and 
having close ties with our region.  
 
For our part, we are always open to constructive dialogue and fruitful cooperation, which is the 
business of contemporary art.  
 


